Man in Search of Immortality

Immortality™*

Sometime during the evolution of thought at
the human level, when consciousness became self-
conscious, man aslked himself three questions in one
form or ancother: Who am 1?7 Whence have 1 come?
Whither am 1 going? These remain man’s perennial
questions.

Belief in the immortality of the soul, denial of it,
and indifference or agnosticism, seem to be as old as
human thinking. For instance, one of the Upanishads—
the philosophical section of the Vedas which contains

* This chapter is based on the Vedanta philosophy formulated
in the three jor Hindu scriptures: namely, the Upanishads, the
Bhagavad ta, and the Brahma-Sutras. There are many

interpretations of Vedanta given by different commentators.
The three m: schools affirm non-dualism, qualified non-
dualism, and dualism, as the conclusion of Vedanta. Non-dualism
teaches the ultimate oneness of Brahman, embodied souls
and the universe, and the unreality of the last two apart from
Brahman. Its best known exponent is Sankaracharya (A.D.
788-820). According to qualified non-dualism, whose chief
exponent is Ramanujacharya (A.D. 1017-1137), the Ultimate
Reality, though non-d dmits the distinctions of Geod, ing
beings, and namire. Dualism asserts the reality of two principles:
namely, the Supreme Being and the individual soul. Its chief
exponent is Madhvacharya (A.D. 1199-1276). In this chapter
I have followed non-dualism.
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